
The first 
environment report 

for a unified 
Germany published 

by the Federal 
Ministry

for the Environment

SDGs incorporated 
into the German 

Sustainable 
Development Strategy 

and adaption of 
environmental 

indicators

“Data on the 
Environment“ 

online: 
always

up-to-date

German Sustainable 
Development 
Strategy: 10 

environmental 
indicators (today 
about 30 exist)

The new report 
series “Data on 

Nature” is added to 
the national 

reporting on the 
state of the 

environment

The first state of the 
environment report 

is published:
“Data on the 

Environment”
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Milestones Germany



Advances in national state of the environment reporting

Themes

Sectors

Systems and Sustainability transitions

State of the environment tools and building blocks

Data
from

Indicators
showing environmental

Scoreboards
giving insight in

Innovative sustainability assessmentsEffective indicators and evidence base Open and accessible knowledge

Assessments
providing knowledge on

• Environmental monitoring
• Specific data sources and analysis
• Remote sensing
• Geospatial data
• Environmental statistics
• Research projects

• Core indicator system
• Policy objectives
• Driving forces
• Pressures
• States
• Impacts
• Responses

• State, trends and outlooks
• References to policies and measures
• Synergies and conflicting goals
• Systemic assessments
• Environmental footprints
• Sustainability assessments

• Consumption and private households
• Agriculture and forestry
• Industry
• Transport

• Climate mitigation
• Mobility
• Land use and ecosystems
• Nitrogen cycle
• Building, living and private households
• Energy 
• Sustainability transitions

• On-going scientific research projects to
further develop, adapt and find new
approaches for data and monitoring;

• New data sources: e.g. big data, remote
sensing;

• Integrated and systemic approaches to
long term challenges;

• Core indicator system that covers all
relevant environmental topics (DPSIR).

• Emphasis on online information and
digital channels including open
data;

• Interactive data visualization and
story telling;

• Data search – from specific data to
contextual information;

• Providing geo information (maps,
map clients).

• Integrative concepts like SDGs and
planetary boundaries;

• Linking knowledge to action (cognitive
sciences);

• Research on global environmental impact
of production, consumption and imports;

• User-oriented approach to data provision;
• Cross-thematic and cross-media

environmental reporting (e.g.
environmental atlas);

• Statistically sound indicator assessment.

• Health and the environment
• Chemicals
• Raw materials and waste
• Nature and biodiversity
• Air
• Soil
• Water
• Green Economy
• Climate change

• Indicator based:
• State and trends
• Policy progress
• Distance to target

• Up to date online information
• Data sources and methods

TOPICS COVERED

In Germany, national environmental status reporting is ensured by the "Data on the
Environment" series of the German Environment Agency and the "Data on Nature"
series of the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation.
The Ministry of the Environment regularly publishes assessments of environmental
policies and measures in the "Environmental Report".

State of the environment reporting in Germany
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