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Advances in national state of the environment reporting

Themes

Sectors

Systems and Sustainability transitions

State of the environment tools and building blocks

Data
from

Indicators
showing environmental

Scoreboards
giving insight in

Innovative sustainability assessmentsEffective indicators and evidence base Open and accessible knowledge

Assessments
providing knowledge on

• Environmental monitoring
• Key registers and databases
• Dedicated data sources and 

analysis

• Driving forces
• Pressures
• States
• Impacts
• Responses

• Environmental trends
• Policy progress

• State and past trends
• Trends and outlooks
• Systemic challenges and 

responses

Including emerging themes e.g. circular 
economy, (micro) plastics, nanoparticles, 
emerging pollutants, new data sources: e.g. 
participatory solutions, survey, remote 
sensing, models

Strong measuring network

With an emphasis on digital 
information and usage of diverse 
channels, interactive data 
visualisation storytelling and 
provision of open data and models

Integrative concepts like SDGs’, link to 
Regional SD Plan and Eco-efficiency analysis 
by sectors

Foresight note on risks for water resources 
under climatic changes

Foresight processes
providing insights from

• Emerging issues
• Systems

• Physical environment
• Territorial aspects
• Natural resources
• Air & climate
• Water & aquatic environment
• Soils
• Fauna, flora & habitats
• Health links
• Management elements
• Control, Transversal & Sectoral measures
• Environmental quality management
• Waste management

• Agriculture, forestry
• Energy
• Industry
• Transport
• Tertiary sector
• households

• Nanoparticles
• Food
• Circular economy
• Emerging pollutants
• Invasive alien species
• Environmental taxation

Emerging themes



State of the Environment reporting in Wallonia (Belgium)
Information and knowledge for a sustainable environment

State of the Environment (SoE) reports play an important role in sustainable development as they
provide targeted, relevant and reliable information and knowledge to policymakers and civil society.

From the first stage of the regionalization of Belgium in 1980, the protection and management of the
environment was largely attributed to the regional level. Wallonia's environmental competences can be
grouped into two main themes: the environment in the strict sense of the term (protection of
environmental components, noise control, waste policy, water policy, air policy, soil policy etc.), rural
development and nature conservation, but it also deals with the management of natural resources
(mainly wood, water, open mines), areas of green space, forests, hunting, fishing, waterways etc. The
environment agency is also concerned with delivering environmental permits for any polluting activities
and the subsequent controls.

In Wallonia (Belgium), reports on the state of the environment were developed from the beginning of
the 1980s. From 1982 to 1992, the first reports were produced by the environmental section of the
Federal Planning Bureau in collaboration with the Walloon Region.

From 1993, the Walloon administration took charge of these reports, in various forms that have
evolved over time: thematic monograph, scoreboard, analytical report, key indicators. The Walloon
report is based on the DPSIR approach, which has been supplemented by eco-efficiency analyzes for
different sectors as well as the analysis of environmental management measures. The indicators
describe the status, trends and prospects of the situation using the DPSIR framework (driving forces,
pressures, states, impacts and responses). These highlight the interactions between the environment
and socio-economic activities. The report on the state of the Walloon environment is a multi-purpose
tool: in addition to analyzing the state of the various components and the factors that can influence it,
it is also an evaluation tool of the policies that are carried out, a decision support tool to develop new
policies, a powerful means of communication, and a synthesis of available environmental data. It also
facilitates reporting to international bodies that develop similar indicators.

The Code of the Environment defines the modalities of realization of this report. The report on "the
state of the Walloon environment" contains a critical, evolving and prospective observation of the
various components of the environment and the pressures exerted by human activities. It includes an
analysis of environmental management by governments, businesses and voluntary associations. It also
includes a state of transposition of European Directives on the environment and compliance with
international commitments on the environment, as well as a review of the efforts made in the Walloon
Region in terms of sustainable development to implement international conventions elaborated in the
context of the June 1992 Rio Conference on Environment and Development and the principles set out
in Agenda 21.

It is published in principle every year. In practice, given the human resources available, the report is
published every 2 or 3 years.

In 2017, a new website was designed with the aim of improving access to environmental data as well as
the deadline for updating environmental information. The site presents the indicators in the form of
interactive data as well as a brief analysis of the situation, the state and the trend.
In 2020, a foresight note was published, evaluating the risks on water resources due to climate change. 
The challenge for the new generation of reports is to provide effective indicators and a solid database
for current environmental themes and emerging themes, to incorporate integrative concepts as social
development goals (SDGs) and include long-term systemic strategies.

Source: Public Service of Wallonia - Agriculture, Environment, Natural Resources
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