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The Challenge …

Scientists have knowledge, 

but typically limited authority 

to bring about change, while 

policy-makers have the 

authority, but may not be 

aware of the most up-to-date 

knowledge to inform effective 

change

The core societal need is for Evidence based policy



6
TH

EEENF, 2017

It is a complicated battlefield for the scientist!

EVIDENCE
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Some influencing challenges …
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A new paradigm 
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Main barriers to positive science-policy communication

 Timeframes – Policy Cycle V Research Agenda

 Culture & work practices

 Language

 Policy makers time-poor, access limited 

 Funding not policy orientated

 Complexity & Uncertainty

 Poorly developed communication skills

 Different ways of understanding knowledge

 Different decision-making criteria

 Different scientific interpretations

 Recognition/career (peer reviewed publications Vs policy output
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4 Components of Good Science => Policy Communication Practice 

Research institutional buy-in and support

Collaborative spaces for communication

Knowledge brokering and intermediaries

Appropriate communication channels, 
content and vocabulary
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The Science to Policy Actors

THE 

INTERMEDIARY

(aka ‘the broker’)

THE 

RESEARCHER

THE 

POLICY MAKER

THE 

IMPLEMENTER
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To maximise impact Researchers need to understand these roles 

Researchers need to understand that 

Environmental Agencies have a crucial role in the 

implementation of policy to bring scientific 

endeavour and evidence to bear on their work 

programmes, the application of matters such as 

BAT, the precautionary principle, risk assessment, 

and priority setting.   

And they have a critical role in identifying 

knowledge gaps and specifying research needs. 

And Implementers know a lot of useful stuff !

THE 

IMPLEMENTER
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Science to Knowledge – Researchers and Research Brokers 

need to orientate their message to policy informing assessments 

THE INTERMEDIARY

(aka ‘the broker’)
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Closing reflections …
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The value of Synthesis Reports & Policy Oriented Summaries
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Get creative …
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Learn to be a story teller 
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 Get involved in the policy cycle

 Get involved in research planning and 

gap analysis – to generate the evidence 

you need

 Get to know the actor networks

 Get involved in SEA processes and bring 

research output to this policy table

 Employ social scientists

 Understand the economic cycle

 Build relationships & trust

Get involved … because it matters!
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Thank you !


