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The European Semester

Brings together several processes

 Fiscal surveillance: Stability and Growth Pact

Macroeconomic surveillance

Europe 2020 targets

Different levels of stringency and enforceability

 For climate and energy: coordination and reporting, 

no corrective arm with enforcement

Infringement procedure possible under existing climate and energy package 
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The European Semester
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EU Semester: merits and drawbacks

Merits

 Iterative communications to facilitate interactions 

between the COM and MS

Continued monitoring on an annual basis with fixed 

deadlines

Dedicated follow-up for the budgetary/macroeconomic 

dimensions

 Involvement of high political level with finance ministers 

able to allocate budgets

Publicly available documents
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EU Semester: merits and drawbacks

Drawbacks

 Limited implementation of recommendations

No specific follow-up to improve underperformance in 

the field of climate and energy

This is possible under other legal frameworks such as the ESD
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Evaluation of progress and PAMs

Existing EU Semester

Annual evaluation of progress by MS and by COM

No evaluation of PAMs

PAMs and projections under the MMR (Art. 13+14)

Biennial ex-ante evaluation of PAMs  GHG reductions 

 “pure” reporting exercise

No dedicated follow-up 
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A new “Energy Union” Semester ?

Planning:

NECPs as main planning document

 Iterative process foreseen for NECPs

 to be updated every 5 years (with link to PA process)

 Including evaluation of PAMs and projections

Reporting

MS: Biennial reports (content not clear)

COM: Recommendations are envisaged
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Sticking to the EU Semester 

or a new Energy Union Semester ?

 Iterative communication process between COM & MS

Continued monitoring keeping a follow-up going

Evaluation of PAMs and projections

 Involvement of finance ministers

Recommendations in the field of climate and energy

 Inclusion of C&E in AGS and in the MIP scoreboard

Some sort of “Alert Mechanism” for C&E 

Conclusions for Climate and Energy
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