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Environmental Protection Agency



Strategic Goals 2016-2020

Trusted Environmental Regulator

Leader in Environmental Evidence & 
Knowledge

Effective Advocate & Partner

Responding to Key Environmental 
Challenges

Organisationally Excellent



Environmental Regulator

 Facility regulation
 Waste facilities, large scale industrial activities, intensive 

agriculture, waste water treatment plants, GMOs, use of 

ionising radiation

 National Environmental Policing
 Local authority environmental functions

 National Enforcement Network

 Drinking water supply

 Septic Tanks



Regulatory Challenge

 In any regulated community:

 5% will violate no matter what

 20% will comply no matter what

 75% will comply if they believe the 5% who won’t comply 
stand a reasonable chance of being caught and punished! 

Chester Bowles



Environmental Compliance Assurance

 Compliance Assurance Approach

 Compliance Promotion

 Compliance Monitoring 

 Enforcement



Compliance Promotion

 Reduced Administrative Burden

 Better Customer Service



Better Licensee Access to Enforcement 

Information 



Public: 2016 Access to Information 

– Website Access EPA.ie

Public



Public: making a complaint on-line



Compliance Monitoring

 Inspections/ Surveillance 



EPA Monitoring Activities: Jan - June 2016

Industrial and Waste Licences 777

Industrial and Waste Site Visits 763

(Unplanned Site Visits) (343)

Waste water discharge licences 505

Urban waste water Site Visits 106

Total Inspectors 50



Monitoring Results



Enforcement

 Better Intelligence 

 Risk based enforcement:  Pick & Solve the 
Important problems!



Better Intelligence

EPA Inspector 

can see current 

& historical 

compliance 

issues



Better Intelligence 
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From Activity to Outcomes

Important issues dealt with

Efforts focused 

Consistency

Quicker processing 

Less intrusive and more effective 

 Compliance 
Assurance 
Approach

 Promotion

 Monitoring

 Enforcement



Thank You


