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A policy evaluations catalogue

• Database of +/- 400 evaluations
(work in progress, growing)

• For policy makers

– Examples of evaluations

– Overview of technicques and methods

• For academics

– Reflection on the results and impacts

• 2018 project is a first step and not 
comprehensive

• Done by Trinomics under the guidance 
of the EEA Matrix Group on policy evaluation



Of environmental and climate policy evaluations
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Climate mitigation

Energy efficiency, saving

Renewable energy
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Waste prevention, recycling
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Definition

Used in this project:

• ‘Policy’ is a law, regulation, procedure, administrative action, 
incentive, programme or strategy, implemented (or planned) by 
governments or institutions.

• Policy ‘evaluation’ uses research methods and evaluation 
practices to investigate the content, outcome, implementation 
or impact of a policy. 



Definition (2)

• The result is an understanding of the merit, worth, and utility of 
a policy*.

• All records of database include both an ‘evaluation’ and ‘policy’ 
element:

– Evaluations of multiple policies included (and made explicit in the 
evaluation scope);

– Impact assessments of specific projects (typically infrastructure) were 
excluded.

* In line with the CDC definiotion on policy evaluation



Geographic scope in catalogue
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Records of evaluations over time
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Type of evaluations and methods
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Qualitative  - literature review

Qualitative  - targeted survey

Qualitative - public consultation survey

Qualitative  - interviews

Qualitative - workshops, focus groups or
similar

Quantitative - literature review
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Quantitative - targeted survey
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Other
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Evaluation criteria
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Policy recommendations

97

59

44

52

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

Ex-post Ex-ante

Yes No

Yes
67%

No
33%



ID

Evaluation title Main EEA strategic area

Policy area(s) Other (1) - if applicable Other (2) - if applicable
Sector (1) Energy generation, transmission and 

distribution
Sector (2) Transport Sector (3) - Agriculture Sector (4) - Fisheries Sector (5) - Aviation Sector (6) - Industry Sector (7) - Land-use change, forestry Sector (8) - Building Sector (9) - Waste Sector (10) - Other: please specify

Title  of evaluation exactly as it appears in the evaluation report / document. Name of the policy / programme / strategy  that is being evaluated (e.g. Energy 

Efficiency Directive 2012/27/EU). In the case of multiple policies, please write the 

category  of policies that they fall under (e.g. Climate policy).

Main  EEA strategic area  (SA) that the policy or 

group of policies falls under. If it addresses multiple 

SAs, please pick the one that is most relevant . 

Choose from the dropdown menu.

Policy area  where the evaluated policy fits. Choose 

from the dropdown menu. If not found on the list, 

please add it to the third column, 'Other (2) - if 

applicable'.

Other  policy area where the evaluated policy fits. 

Choose from the dropdown menu.

Other  policy area where the evaluated policy fits. The evaluated policy deals with or affects  the 

energy (generation) sector. This includes fuel 

production and renewable energy generation. Tick if 

applicable. 

The evaluated policy deals with or affects  the 

transport sector (excluding aviation and shipping). 

This includes topics related to mobility. Tick if 

applicable. 

The evaluated policy deals with or affects  the 

agricultural sector (excluding fisheries). Tick if 

applicable.

The evaluated policy deals with or affects  the 

fishery sector. Tick if applicable.

The evaluated policy deals with or affects  the 

aviation sector. Tick if applicable. 

The evaluated policy deals with or affects  the 

industrial sector. This includes process emissions 

from industry. Tick if applicable.

The evaluated policy deals with or affects  land-use 

change and / or the forestry sector. Tick if 

applicable.  This includes wood and wood products.

The evaluated policy deals with or affects  buildings 

(dwellings) and / or the construction sector 

(including renovation). Tick if applicable.

The evaluated policy deals with or affects  the 

waste sector (including treatment and management 

of waste). Tick if applicable.

Other sectors  that are dealt with or affected by the 

evaluated policy.

29 COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT REFIT evaluation of Regulation (EC) No 166/2006 concerning the establishment of a European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR) Accompanying the document Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on progress in implementing Regulation (EC) No 166/2006 concerning the establishment of a European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR)The European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR) 1.1 Air pollution, transport and noise Air quality, air pollution x

36 Trends and projections in the EU ETS in 2017. The EU Emissions Trading System in numbers European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x

40 Contribution of the information reported under the MMR to the evaluation of national PaMs Climate mitigation policy actions and measures (PAMs) under the EU Monitoring Mechanism Regulation (MMR)1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Energy efficiency, saving x x x Sectors covered by the Effort Sharing Decision (ESD)

45 COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT Accompanying the document Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on evaluating the implementation of Decision No. 406/2009/EC pursuant to its Article 14 {COM(2016) 483 final}Effort Sharing Decision (ESD) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Energy efficiency, saving x x x x x x

48 COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT IMPACT ASSESSMENT Accompanying the document Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL on the inclusion of greenhouse gas emissions and removals from land use, land use change and forestry into the 2030 climate and energy framework and amending Regulation No 525/2013 of the European Parliament and the Council on a mechanism for monitoring and reporting greenhouse gas emissions and other information relevant to climate change2030 climate and energy policy framework 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Energy efficiency, saving x x x x x x

55 Ex post quantification of the effects and costs of PaMs Climate Policy 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x x

71 Ex-post evaluation of Five Waste Stream Directives Directive on the protection of the environment when sewage sludge is used in agriculture (86/278/EEC), Directive on packaging and packaging waste (94/62/EC), Directive on the disposal of polychlorinated biphenyls and polychlorinated terphenyls (96/59/EC), Directive on end-of-life vehicles (2000/53/EC), Directive on batteries and accumulators and waste batteries and accumulators (2006/66/EC)1.9 Waste and material resources Air quality, air pollution Industrial pollution, industrial waste Resource efficiency x x x x x Energy storage

72 Impact Assessment Accompanying the document Proposal for a DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL amending Directives 2008/98/EC on waste, 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste, 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste, 2000/53/EC on end-of-life vehicles, 2006/66/EC on batteries and accumulators and waste batteries and accumulators, and 2012/19/EU on waste electrical and electronic equipmentWaste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC), Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC), Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive (94/62/EC)1.9 Waste and material resources Waste prevention, recycling Municipal waste Resource efficiency x x x Marine sector

76 Biodiversity strategy 2020 - impact assessment 2020 Biodiversity Strategy 1.7 Biodiversity, ecosystems, agriculture and forests Biodiversity, ecosystems conservation Natural resources, resource efficiency Marine wildlife, fisheries, ornithology x x x x x x x x x Marine, aquaculture

79 The direct and indirect impacts of EU policies on land General EU policy with some focus on the Cohesion Policy, Transport Policy, Energy Policy and the Common Agricultural Policy1.8 Urban, land use and soil Soil, land degradation Natural resources, resource efficiency x x x x x x x

85 Effect assessment of the Chemicals initiatives 2014-2017 Chemicals Initiatives 2014-2017 1.2 Industrial pollution Industrial pollution, industrial waste Health, well-being Circular economy x

87 The REACH Review 2017 Regulation (EC) No. 1907/2006 concerning the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH)1.2 Industrial pollution Industrial pollution, industrial waste Health, well-being x Chemicals

88 Study on the regulatory fitness of the legislative framework governing the risk management of chemicals (excluding REACH), in particular the CLP Regulation and related legislationCLP Regulation (EC) No. 1272/2008 and other related chemicals legislation 1.2 Industrial pollution Industrial pollution, industrial waste Health, well-being x Chemicals

99 An evidence review of the EU emissions trading system, focussing on effectiveness of the system in drinving industrial abatementEuropean Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x

100 A multi-criteria evaluation method for climate change mitigation policy instruments Climate Policy (case study on the EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x

101 Assessing the effectiveness of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x

102 A literature-based multi-criteria evaluation of the EU ETS European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x Chemicals, aluminium, cement, steel

124 Quantification of the effects on greenhouse gas emissions of policies and measures European Climate Change Programme (ECCP): Voluntary agreements car manufactures, Emissions Trading Directive, Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD), Directive on labelling of household appliances, Biofuels Directive, RES-E Directive1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x x x District heating

127 EU 2020 climate target: 20% reduction requires five-fold increase in impact of CO2 policies Climate Policy 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Renewable energy Waste management, N2O from chemical industries, energy savings in the build environment, road transport, fluoride gases (F-gases), combined heat-power generation (CHP) in industryx x x x x x Chemicals

129 Evaluation of cost-effectiveness of Dutch domestic climate policy 1999-2004 Climate Policy 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x

136 One billion tonnes of CO2 avoided by the EU power sector and industry since 2005: half due to energy-climate policies and half due to economic contextEuropean Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x

141 Climate policies for road transport revisited (I): Evaluation of the current framework Climate and Transport Policy 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x

144 International Review of Trading Schemes for Energy Savings and Carbon Emission Reductions Climate and Energy Policy 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Energy efficiency, saving x x x

149 A new robustness analysis for climate policy evaluations: A CGE application for the EU 2020 targets Climate Policy (2020 climate & energy package) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x x x x Construction, textiles, commercial and public services, pulp and paper, chemicals, wood, food, mining, other non-metallic minerals, basic metals, machinery, electrical equipment, transport equipment, manufacturing, water

150 Deep greenhouse gas emission reductions in Europe: Exploring different options Climate Policy 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x x x Food

151 Transition towards a low carbon economy: A computable general equilibrium analysis for Poland Climate Policy (2020 climate & energy package) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x Chemicals, non-metallic minerals, iron and steel, non-ferrous metals, paper-pulp-print, other manufactures and services

152 EU climate policy up to 2020: An economic impact assessment Climate Policy (2020 climate & energy package) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x x x x x ETS and non-ETS sectors

163 The European climate change program: An evaluation of stakeholder involvement and policy achievements European Climate Change Programme (ECCP) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x x Research, services

188 Trends and projections in the EU ETS in 2016. The EU Emissions Trading System in numbers European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x

190 Application of the EU Emissions Trading Directive: Analysis of national responses under Article 21 of the EU ETS Directive in 2015.European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x

208 Application of the EU Emissions Trading Directive (Art 21 of the ETSD, MS reporting). EEA Technical Report, No 3/2015.European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x

209 Study on the Impacts on Low Carbon Actions and Investments of the Installations Falling Under the EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS)European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Renewable energy x x

210 Ex-post investigation of cost pass-through in the EU ETS: An analysis for six sectors. Brussels: European Commission. European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x

223 The European Emissions Trading System (EU ETS): Ex-Post Analysis, the Market Stability Reserve and Options for a Comprehensive Reform'European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Renewable energy x x x

225 The effects and side-effects of the EU emissions trading scheme. European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Renewable energy x

226 The Impact of the EU ETS on Regulated Firms: What is the Evidence after Nine Years? European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x

233 Assessing the effectiveness of the EU emissions trading system. Centre for Climate Change Economics and Policy, Working Paper No. 126.European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Renewable energy x x

254 Report on the empirical evaluation of the impact of the EU ETS European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x

261 Potenzial-und Kosten-Nutzen-Analyse zu den Einsatzmöglichkeiten von Kraft-Wärme-Kopplung (Umsetzung der EU-Energieeffizienzrichtlinie) sowie Evaluierung des KWKG im Jahr 2014Combined Heat and Power Act (KWKG) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Energy efficiency, saving x x x Combined heat and power

262 Monitoring der Kraft-Wärme-Kopplungs-Vereinbarung vom 19. Dezember 2003 für den Teilbereich Kraft-Wärme-Kopplung Berichtszeitraum 2010 (Vierter und letzter Bericht).KWKVereinbarung (Agreement between the Government of the Federal Republic of 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Energy efficiency, saving x x x x Combined heat and power

264 Statusbericht 2011 und 2012 zur Umsetzung der Vereinbarung zwischen der Bundesrepublik Deutschland und der deutschen Wirtschaft zur Klimavorsorge vom 9. November 2000. 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Energy efficiency, saving x

273 Die Umlage des Erneuerbaren-Energien-Gesetzes (EEG). Hintergründe, Trends, Treiber und Perspektiven Erneuerbare-Energien-Gesetz (EEG) (The German Renewable Energy Sources Act) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Renewable energy x x Electricity

276 Competitiveness Impacts of the German Electricity Tax German Electricity Tax 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Economic affairs Employment, social affairs x

277 Evaluation des Förderprogramms „Energieberatung im Mittelstand" Förderprogramms "Energieberatung im Mittelstand" (SMEs energy consulting) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Economic affairs Energy efficiency x x x Trade, commerce & services, metals, hospitality

278 Ermittlung der Förderwirkungen des KfW-Energieeffizienzprogramms für den Förderjahrgang 2012 KfW-Energieeffizienzprogramm 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Energy efficiency, saving x Trade, commerce & services

289 Wirkungsanalyse bestehender Klimaschutzmaßnahmen und -programme sowie Identifizierung möglicher weiterer Maßnahmen eines Energie- und Klimaschutzprogramms der Bundesregierung.Climate and Energy Policy (Klimatschutzprogramm) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x x x

290 Statusbericht zur Umsetzung des Integrierten Energie- und Klimaschutzprogramms der Bundesregierung. Das Integrierten Energie- und Klimaschutzprogramms der Bundesregierung (The Federal Government's Integrated Energy and Climate Protection Programme) (IEKP)1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x x x x

291 Determining the climate impact of the German government’s Integrated Energy and Climate Programme (IEKP) and proposing a plan to continuously monitor its climate impact.The (German) Integrated Energy and Climate Programme (IEKP) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x x Shipping, Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS)

295 Tracking Emissions and Mitigation Actions: Evaluation of MRV Systems in China, Germany, Italy, and the United States.MRV Systems 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x x

335 Climate Change Agreements: biennial progress report 2013 and 2014 Climate Change Agreements (CCAs) 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation Energy efficiency, saving x x Metals and minerals, data centres, sawmills, food, drinks, leather, paper, plastics, textiles, tyres, supermarkets, aerospace, glass, mining, laundries, clay

375 National Energy Plan: Roadmap to 2050 Low-Carbon Policy Paper Climate Policy 1.3 Climate change mitigation and energy Climate mitigation x x x x x x

429 Assessment of separate collection schemes in the 28 capitals of the EU Waste Management Policy 1.9 Waste and material resources Municipal waste x x x x

466 Design, implementation and cost elements of Green Infrastructure projects EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 1.7 Biodiversity, ecosystems, agriculture and forests Biodiversity, ecosystems conservation Urban development and planning Green Infrastructure, spatial planning x x x x x x x Tourism

476 Economic assessment of policy measures for the implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (2012) Marine Strategy Framework Directive 1.6 Marine and coastal environment and maritime activitiesMarine wildlife and fisheries x x x x x x x Shipping, biodiversiy, marine, tourism

584 Economic evaluation of air quality targets for tropospheric ozone Air Quality Policy 1.1 Air pollution, transport and noise Air quality, air pollution x x x x x x

594 Supporting the Evaluation of the Implementation of EMAS EMAS Regulation No 1221/2009 2.1 Resource-efficient economy and the environment Consumption, material demand Reporting x x x x x x Food and beverage, leather, textiles, paper, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, rubber, plastic, non-metallic minerals, metals, electrical equipment, machinery and equipment, motor vehicles, services

597 REFIT evaluation of the Environmental Liability Directive Environmental Liability Directive 2004/35/EC 1.7 Biodiversity, ecosystems, agriculture and forests Environment Biodiversity, ecosystems conservation x x x x x x Biodiversity, mining, tourism, insurance, shipping

601 REFIT evaluation of Regulation (EC) No 166/2006 concerning the establishment of a European Pollutant Release and E-PRTR Regulation (EC) No 166/2006 1.2 Industrial pollution Industrial pollution, industrial waste Reporting x x x x x Food and beverage, livestock production, aquaculture, paper and wood, waste water treatment, chemicals, minerals, metals

602 Supporting the evaluation of Regulation (EC) No 166/2006 concerning the establishment of a European Pollutant E-PRTR Regulation (EC) No 166/2006 1.2 Industrial pollution Industrial pollution, industrial waste Reporting x x x x x Heating, shipping

Name of evaluated policy (group of policies) Policy area(s)
Sector(s)

Wouter Vanneuville
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Magdalena Jozwicka

Magdalena.Jozwicka@eea.europa.eu
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• EEA database on climate change mitigation policies and 
measures in Europe http://pam.apps.eea.europa.eu

• EEA briefing on policy evaluation: 
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/climate/national-
policies-and-measures/using-member-states-information-on

• EEA evaluation of Climate-ADAPT: 
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/sharing-
adaptation-information-across-europe

Additional information

http://pam.apps.eea.europa.eu/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/climate/national-policies-and-measures/using-member-states-information-on
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/sharing-adaptation-information-across-europe

