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Annex 3: European common indicators: 
Towards a local sustainability 
profile

3a. Methodology sheet: Indicator A.4
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Title Availability of local public open areas and services

Measurement Citizen access to nearby public open areas and other basic services.

(5) The European Environment Agency, DG Regional Policy and ISTAT (Italian Istituto Nazionale di Statistica) all 
use the concept 'within 15 minutes' walk' to define accessibility. It may reasonably be assumed that this 
corresponds to around 500 m on foot for an elderly person, which in turn may be equivalent to 300 m 'as the 
crow flies'. 

(6) The indicator considers all areas used by the public for leisure and open-air activities. So even paved areas, if 
used for open airopen-air activities (i.e. skating), have to be included; on the contrary, a pedestrian road used 
for business and commercial activities should not be included.

(7) Sport facilities should be included only if freely accessible to the public and used by common the general 
publicpeople: football fields or similar professional sport facilities should not be included.

(8) Agricultural areas should be included only if used for leisure and open-air activities by the public. This is the 
case of farms that did 'survive' urban expansion and are close to urban areas. These farms often change their 
commercial strategies, opening to citizens and schools, selling fruit and other products to the public and 
offering other services (restaurant, school visits, etc.). Agricultural areas can only be included in such cases.
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Annex 3b: Methodology sheet: Indicator B.8
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Title Noise pollution

Measurement a) Share of population exposed to long-term high level of environmental noise.
b) Noise levels in selected areas of the municipality (to be used instead of a) where data for 

a) cannot be obtained).
c) Existence and level of implementation of a noise action plan.

(9) The full text is available on the Europa  website: http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/pdf/2000/
en_500PC0468.pdf
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50–54 55–59 60–64 65–69 70–74 > 75

Lden 0 % 25 % 53 % 10 % 2 % 0 %

Lnight 69 % 17 % 11 % 3 % 0 % 0 %

(10) In accordance with the draft European Directive, the action plan must include, among other things, the 
following elements:
• any noise-reduction measures already in force and any projects in preparation;
• actions planned in the next five years, including measures aimed at preserving quiet areas;
• provisions envisaged for evaluating the implementation and the results of the action plan.

Measure/action Level of 
implementation (%)

1. …

2. …
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Annex 3c: Methodology sheet: Indicator B.9
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Title Sustainable land use

Measurement a) Artificial areas: artificial surfaces as a percentage of the total municipal area.
b) Derelict and contaminated land: extent of derelict land (area, m2) and contaminated 

land (area, m2).
c) Intensity of use: number of inhabitants per km2 of ‘urbanised land’ area.
d) New development: quota of new building taking place on virgin area (greenfield) and 

quota taking place on derelict and contaminated land (brownfield in total area as soil 
projection) in percentages per year.

e) Restoration of urban land
• Renovation, conversion of derelict buildings (floor surface in m2).
• Redevelopment of derelict land for new urban uses – including public green spaces 

(area, m2).
• Cleansing of contaminated land (area, m2).

f) Protected areas as a percentage of total municipal area.
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Box 1: Monitoring land use in Europe

Land use is monitored in Europe by means of Corine land cover, itself a sub-programme of the Corine 
programme. It includes thematic maps representing the area and dividing it into categories according to the 
way the land is used. The database is constituted of 44 categories of land use. Data are acquired through the 
interpretation of satellite photographs and processed by computers with the addition of supplementary data 
(including maps, aerial photographs, statistics, local knowledge). The 44 categories are divided into groups, 
each having three levels. The main levels comprise:
1. artificial surfaces
2. agricultural areas 
3. forests and semi-natural areas
4. wetlands
5. water bodies.

For each of the main levels there are two lower levels: for example, in category 3 (forests and semi-natural 
areas), wooded areas (3.1) are distinguished from scrub and heath (3.2); in the wooded areas, broadleaf 
woods (3.1.1) are differentiated from conifer forest (3.1.2).

The Corine land cover database provides identification and mapping of the 44 categories for minimum 
mappable areas of 25 ha, using a map scale of 1:100 000.

The existing database was created on the basis of satellite data collected at the beginning of the 1990s. 
Currently, the whole database is being updated for reference year 2000, using a similar methodology as in 
the past. A lowering of the digitalisation lower limit from 25 ha to 5 ha is proposed for some classes. In 
addition, a change of 5 ha of an existing class will be accounted for in the updated version. Furthermore, the 
updating process should be such that trend analysis with the previous version is feasible. Thus, it is carried out 
in terms of digitalisation (editing) of change only, rather than of an entirely new digitalisation.
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