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Frank Geels is Professor of System Innovation and Sustainability at the University of
Manchester. Geels is chairman of the international Sustainability Transitions Research
Network (www.transitionsnetwork.org), and one of the world-leading scholars on socio-
technical transitions and radical innovation. Working in the field of innovation studies, Geels
aims to understand the socio-technical dynamics of sustainability transitions, analysing how
firms, policymakers, consumers, public opinion, and NGOs shape the emergence and
diffusion of innovations. He has analysed sustainability transitions in electricity, transport,
and agro-food, published 5 books and 53 peer-reviewed articles. He was selected in the
Thomson Reuters list of ‘Highly Cited Researchers’, identified as one The World’s Most
Influential Scientific Minds 2014, and has been appointed member of the Academia Europaea
(social science section). He has advised the OECD, European Commission and IPCC about
system innovation and sustainability transitions.

Selected publications

Geels, F.W., Berkhout, F. and Van Vuuren, D., 2016, Bridging analytical approaches for low-carbon
transitions, Nature Climate Change, 6(6), 576-583

Geels, F.W., Kern, F., Fuchs, G., Hinderer, N., Kungl, G., Mylan, J., Neukirch, M., Wassermann, S.,
2016, The enactment of socio-technical transition pathways: A reformulated typology and a
comparative multi-level analysis of the German and UK low-carbon electricity transitions (1990-
2014), Research Policy, 45(4), 896-913

Turnheim, B., Berkhout, F., Geels, F.W., Hof, A., McMeekin, A., Nykvist, B., Van Vuuren, D., 2015,
Evaluating sustainability transitions pathways: Bridging analytical approaches to address
governance challenges, Global Environmental Change, 35, 239-253

Penna, C.C.R. and Geels, F.W., 2015, ‘Climate change and the slow reorientation of the American
car industry (1979-2011): An application and extension of the Dialectic Issue LifeCycle (DILC)
model’, Research Policy, 44(5), 1029-1048

Geels, F.W., 2014, ‘Regime resistance against low-carbon energy transitions: Introducing politics and
power in the multi-level perspective’, Theory, Culture & Society, 31(5), 21-40

Geels, F.W., 2013, ‘The impact of the financial-economic crisis on sustainability transitions: Financial
investment, governance and public discourse’, Environmental Innovation and Societal
Transitions, 6, 67-95

Geels, F.W., 2012, ‘A socio-technical analysis of low-carbon transitions: Introducing the multi-level
perspective into transport studies’, Journal of Transport Geography, 24, 471-482

Geels, F.W., Kemp, R., Dudley, G. and Lyons, G. (eds.), 2012, Automobility in Transition? A Socio-
Technical Analysis of Sustainable Transport, New York: Routledge

Verbong, G.P.J. and Geels, F.W., 2010, ‘Exploring sustainability transitions in the electricity sector
with socio-technical pathways’, Technological Forecasting and Social Change, 77(8), 1214-
1221

Verbong, G.P.J. and Geels, F.W., 2007, ‘The ongoing energy transition: Lessons from a socio-
technical, multi-level analysis of the Dutch electricity system (1960-2004)’, Energy Policy, 35(2),
1025-1037

Geels, F.W., 2002, ‘Technological transitions as evolutionary reconfiguration processes: A multi-level
perspective and a case-study’, Research Policy, 31(8/9), 1257-1274


http://www.sci.manchester.ac.uk/people/professor-frank-geels
http://www.sci.manchester.ac.uk/people/professor-frank-geels
http://www.transitionsnetwork.org/

