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Frank Geels is Professor of System Innovation and Sustainability at the University of 
Manchester. Geels is chairman of the international Sustainability Transitions Research 
Network (www.transitionsnetwork.org), and one of the world-leading scholars on socio-
technical transitions and radical innovation. Working in the field of innovation studies, Geels 
aims to understand the socio-technical dynamics of sustainability transitions, analysing how 
firms, policymakers, consumers, public opinion, and NGOs shape the emergence and 
diffusion of innovations. He has analysed sustainability transitions in electricity, transport, 
and agro-food, published 5 books and 53 peer-reviewed articles. He was selected in the 
Thomson Reuters list of ‘Highly Cited Researchers’, identified as one The World’s Most 
Influential Scientific Minds 2014, and has been appointed member of the Academia Europaea 
(social science section). He has advised the OECD, European Commission and IPCC about 
system innovation and sustainability transitions. 
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