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Purpose

The purpose of this document is to outline the framework within which EEA makes use of real-time air quality data as well as to outline what real-time air quality data providers can expect from EEA.
Background

EEA collects preliminary air quality monitoring data from countries across Europe in real-time. EEA makes use of that data in carrying out its mandate. 
The focus of the work is currently to inform about ground level ozone in Europe for current and recent situations on an hourly basis as well as to provide background information. The EEA will publish a website based on the data within the EEA main site. Through links with national and regional ozone websites, the website will give easy access to data providers’ websites and more local information. The ambition is to extend the scope of work to other pollutants in the future.
The web site will be designed in such manner that it will both serve the needs of the general public and air pollution experts.  For the broad public, the website will display measured ozone levels in a map interface and provide background information on ozone and its health impacts. For air quality experts, the website will provide functionalities for accessing and downloading ozone data.

Quality processes parse the data and if it is accepted, it is stored in an operational database. This database is used to drive the data presentation. EEA appreciates that bringing data together across Europe is potentially of value to others and also that data ownership remains with data providers.
Principles of data exchange

Control: Data providers remain in control of the data provision and use.
Visibility: Visibility should be given to the data providers (branding and their services).

Quality control: Data received in real-time by EEA will be filtered to check for data outside pre-set limits and null or error values.

Added value services: EEA aims to provide added value services back to the data provider organisations based on the data.
Control

· Data providers can control the way in which data are provided to EEA, EEA can accept different transmission and content formats.

· Data providers control the use scenarios to which the data may be put.
· Data providers control the set-up and transfer of data to EEA. Data providers can receive support in setting up the data transfer protocols; data extraction and conversion.

· Data providers remain in control of their data and will have access to the system to stop publication and submit corrected values.

· Data providers remain in control of communication and can liaise direct with EEA. This provides direct contact between those doing the work in collecting and transmitting the data and those receiving the data.
· Data scope control: data requirements are well defined and limited in scope.

· Data providers control the length of time which their data is available and will be able to provide a url to their own site which will be provided to users to direct them towards the data providers site when validated data becomes available there for download there. The standard approach is that data in Ozoneweb will be available for four weeks to public users and for three months for expert users.

· Data provided in ozone web will be identified as preliminary and a caveat will be applied on the use of the data made available through the site.

· Data made available as real time data will not be used for compliance checking.
Visibility

· Ozone web will increase visibility of forecasts and work undertaken by data providers. 

· Data made available from data providers will be referenced with the data providers organisational information and logo.
· Urls to data providers’ websites will be made available to users looking for more detailed localised information.
· Data will be benchmarked with standards and compared with regions as well as linked to health impact information. Regions and countries supplying data will be visible.
Quality control

· Ozone web will implement automated quality checks on the in-coming data to check for data outside pre-set limits and null or error values.

· Re-transmission of corrected data is possible.

Added value services

The EEA foresees considerable potential to develop added value services of use to data providers. The following are under active consideration:

· Extended data storage and download functionality to replace or supplement local services can be offered.

· Data providers will be able to make use of flash and other map services made available from EEA to provide regional and European mapping of air quality in their own websites.
· Notification on high pollution levels in neighbouring regions will be made available

· Descriptive information of other data providers, including urls will be made available for exchange to support implementation of the Aarhus convention

· Data will be accessible for use in other systems if its release is agreed to by data providers.
· Data providers will be consulted to determining future direction and development of systems.

Annex 1: Data use scenarios
As the project has progressed, stakeholders and data providers have identified that they may be interested in making use of the data for various purposes besides informing the public.

	TBC*
	Yes
	No
	Use scenarios (How can the real-time data be used?)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	EEA web site services

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	EEA/EC annual ozone report

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	EEA assessment reports

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Access to data by other data providers involved in the project

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	EU research and development projects

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	GMES Promote

GMES GEMS 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	EU supported programmes (Ex. Interreg projects)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Inform EC on ozone situation in Europe

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Members of Eionet data access

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Meteorological organisations for research

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Meteorological organisations for forecasting

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public data access (If yes: How long? ___________)
URL to refer requestors to: http://

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Validation of models under development

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Supporting data for operational air quality models


* Where TBC (To be confirmed) is selected a data provider intends to provide additional information later. In the interim, requests will be directed towards the data provider for use scenario marked with TBC.
Annex 2: Use restrictions and caveats

	Caveat to be applied to the data: Air quality data are preliminary and should be used with caution for information purposes only. The data may change when they are validated. Use restrictions on some data may apply. See data providers website.




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

Alternative: 
