EEA Data access gateway
NRT AQ data provided to the EEA is used in the public interface where it is displayed as maps, graphs and tables for the past four weeks. On login (with an Eionet account), data for longer time periods can be displayed and downloaded. Discussions with data providers and other EEA stakeholders have identified some interest in access to this data, so a simple data access gateway has been created. Based on the informal discussions with providers, a relatively open data policy has been proposed. An interim data policy is in place which is structured around the following:
· Access will be provided to data providers and Eionet national reference centres, as well as, on request to EEA projects as well as research and pilot projects with an EU dimension.

· Products and services making use of the data should be made available for use by the data providers and EEA at no cost. EEA should be informed of the use of the data and the products / services created and will keep data providers informed. 

· Products and services should acknowledge the sources of the data (http://www.eea.europa.eu/maps/ozone/resources/about-the-data), link to the site and include at least the EEA NRT caveat in relation to the outputs based on the data. 

· Where more restrictive, data policies of the data providers govern the use of the data, in particular in relation to commercial use.

· EEA, will comply with requests received under freedom of access to information, Aarhus Convention, etc, and will where appropriate direct requestors to relevant authorities.

· Data should not be used for compliance checking.
· Data will be provided in xml and csv formats in the same structures as data is provided by most data providers.

The data download functionality has been created in the data admin module. The functionality has been created with a view to system – system use, so a limited number of variations are offered and the output urls are structured. A user contact point should be nominated and obtain an Eionet account. The service is provided on the basis of best effort. Feedback on this data policy is welcome. The data policy is planned to be updated in 2008. The latest version is published at: http://eea.eionet.europa.eu/Public/irc/eionet-circle/airclimate/library?l=/public/real-time_operational/provider_20070625doc/_EN_1.0_&a=i. 

Practicalities
Near real-time air quality data is collected at EEA on an hourly basis for a number of parameters. The data is available as csv, xml and dat files. (See below for data format description) The data is made available in two ways:

· As a structured url split by component code and country (more for system to system use);
· In a simple Flash download interface (more for person – system use). The Flash interface is part of the data admin interface at: http://www.eea.europa.eu/maps/ozone/resources/admin. Data providers have access by default. Others need to register (Eionet account and ozone role) to gain access.
Notes: 

· For country coding, ISO 3166 is used. (Examples: ES is Spain, LV is Latvia)

· For component coding, Airbase coding is used. (Examples: 08 is ozone, 24 is PM10, 03 is NO2) 
· Files are generated automatically several times a day. 
· Files are generated even for pollutant / geographic combinations even if there is no data received for that particular combination.

· Data is over-written in the files as newer data becomes available, when the file generation process is run. 

· Files are in xml and CSV format. See url below for info on formats and data. 

· For countries with several providers, ex Spain, the data from several providers is concatenated in one file. Ie in the Spanish file, there is more than just data for each regional provider
· The files are time-stamped, but there is no versioning. 

· There is a QA/QC flag in the data. This can register the data as not for use, however this is unlikely. You should take this into account before making use of the data. 

· For info on the file structure, definitions and QA/QC flag, please consult the sign-up guidelines http://eea.eionet.europa.eu/Public/irc/eionet-circle/airclimate/library?l=/public/real-time_operational/guidelines_20070420/_EN_1.3.1_&a=i
· For full info on the download interface and other elements of the system, there is a briefing at: http://eea.eionet.europa.eu/Public/irc/eionet-circle/airclimate/library?l=/public/real-time_operational/provider_20070625doc/_EN_1.0_&a=i
