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Declaration of 12 January 1998 on the choice of procedure under article 287

In accordance with Article 287, paragraph 1, of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland chooses the International Court of Justice for the settlement
of disputes concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention.

The International Tribunal for the Law of the Seais a new institution, which the United Kingdom hopes will
make an important contribution to the peaceful settlement of disputes concerning the law of the sea. In addition to
those cases where the Convention itself provides for the compulsory jurisdiction of the Tribunal, the United
Kingdom remains ready to consider the submission of disputesto the Tribunal as may be agreed on a case-by-case
basis.
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