
INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY STUDY 

Series A 

LIMITS IN THE SEAS 

No. 38 

STRAIGHT BASELINES: GERMANY 

The Geographer 
Office of the Geographer 

Bureau o f  Intel 1 igence and Research 

This paper i s  one of a series issued by The Geographer, Bureau of Intelligence and 
Research of the Department of State. 
arrangements for the measurement of the te r r i to r ia l  sea or the division of the 
continental shelf of maritime nations. 

This research document i s  intended for  background use only. 
represent an off ic ia l  acceptance o f  the United States Government of the l ine or l ines 
represented on the charts or ,  necessarily, of the specific principles involved, i f  
any, in the original drafting of the l ines.  Additional copies of the studies may be 
requested by mail from The Geographer, Department of State,  Washington, D. C .  20520 
or by phone (Telephone 63-22021 or 63-22022). 

The aim i s  t o  se t  forth the basis for national 6 3 -  

This document does not 

. 



STRAIGHT BASELINES: GERMANY 

The Federal Republic o f  Germany has created a system o f  s t r a i g h t  basel ines f o r  
the i s land - f r i nged  North Sea coast o f  the s ta te .  The system a l so  includes s t r a i g h t  
basel ines about the  o f fshore  i s land  o f  Helgoland. 
coordinate values f o r  t u rn ing  points,  and the  seaward l i m i t  o f  the  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea 
are l o t t e d  on the fo l l ow ing  charts o f  the o f f i c i a l  German Hydrographic I n s t i t u t e  
(DHIP: 

The s t r a i g h t  basel ines, t h e i r  

INNERE UND SEEW~RTIGE BEGRENZUNG DES K ~ T E N M E E R E S  AN DER NORDSEEK~STE 
DER BUNDESREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND ( In te rna l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  waters 
boundaries f o r  the  North Sea coast o f  the Federal Republic o f  Germany) 

Chart No. 2, Mhdung der Jade und Weser, 1:50,000, I11 1970. 
Contains po in ts  Nos. 8 and 9. 

Chart No. 3, Ansteuerung von Helgoland, 1:50,000, I11 1970. 
Contains po in ts  Nos. 10 and 18 - 23. 

Chart No. 44, Elbmundung, 1:50,000, I11 1970. 
Contains po in t  No.. 10. 

Chart No. 50, Deutsche Bucht, 1:300,000, I11 1970. 
Overview cha r t  o f  the  e n t i r e  system conta in ing  po in ts  
N O S .  1 - 23. 

Chart No. 89, J u i s t  b i s  Wangerooge, 1:50,000, I11 1970. 
Contains po in ts  Nos. 1 - 9. 

Chart No. 90, Emsmhdung, 1:50, I11 1970. 
No po in ts .  

Chart No. 105, Die Eider, Norder- und Siderpiep, 1:50,000, I11 1970. 
Contains p o i n t  No. 11. 

Chart No. 106, Hever und Schmalt ief,  1:50,000, I 1 1  1970. 
Contains po in ts  Nos. 11 and 12. 

Chart No. 107, Vo r t rapp t ie f  , Norder- und Sideraue, 1 :50,000, 111 1970. 
Contains po in ts  Nos. 13 - 15. 

Chart No. 108, L i s t e r  T i e f ,  1:50,000, I11 1970. 
Contains po in ts  Nos. 16 and 17. 

The values and pos i t ions  o f  the  tu rn ing  po in ts  f o r  the  s t r a i g h t  basel ines, w i t h  the 
exception o f  those f o r  Helgoland, are given on the  attached char t .  The values f o r  
the  Helgoland po in ts  are as fo l lows:  

19. 54" 11 33" North 7" 55' 12" East 
20. 54" 11 I 28" North 7" 55' 18" East 
21. 54" 10' 50" North 7" 55' 33" East 
22. 54" 10' 12" North 7" 53' 48" East 
23. 54" 10' 09" North 7" 53' 32" East 

The values are quoted on the  c i t e d  char t  No. 3. 

These s t r a i g h t  base1 i n e  and t e r r i t o r i a l  waters charts note t h a t  mean low-water 
shorel ines i n  these par ts  o f  the  North Sea are sub jec t  t o  considerable f l u c t u a t i o n s  
and t h a t  the most recent charts o f  the DHI  should be consulted f o r  the  proper l i m i t s  
o f  the German t e r r i t o r i a l  sea and i n t e r n a l  waters. 
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ANALYSIS 

The German North Sea coast  is  fringed w i t h  the low and sandy Frisian Islands 
which para l le l  and nearly mask the  e n t i r e  coast  of the s t a t e .  
normally depicted on geographical maps as lying from two t o  f i v e  miles offshore,  they 
ac tua l ly  a r e  connected to  the  mainland a t  low water by extensive mud f l a t s .  The 
s t r a i g h t  baselines,  as a consequence, may be considered t o  be a s e r i e s  of "river" 
closing l i nes  in a sense. 
l i m i t  o f  the  German t e r r i t o r i a l  sea.  

While the islands a re  

The s t r a i g h t  baselines exe r t  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on the outer  

The lengths of the  individual l i nes  and segments a re  as follows: 

l i n e  l i n e  length segment to t a l  

3.28 n.m.  3.28 n.m. 1 - 2  

3 - 4  0.60 

4 - 5  

6 - 7  

8 - 9  

9 - 10 

3.91 

3.66 

3.38 

21.50 

4.51 

3.66 

10 - 11 20.25 

11 - 12 9.50 

12 - 13 14.50 

13 - 14 0.77 

14 - 15 4.74 

16 - 17 1.69 

18 - 19 2.03 

19 - 20 0.10 

20 e.21 0.64 

74.60 

1.69 

21 - 22 

22 - 23 

23 - 18 

1.20 

0.18 

1.82 6.97 (He1 go1 and 
to t a l  ) 

~~~ 

18 l ines  6 segments t o t a l  94.71 nautical miles 

The longest l i nes  (9-10-11) measure approximately 21.5 and 20.25 nautical  
miles,  respectively.  The double segment serves t o  "close" the Jade, Weser, Elbe, 
and Eider rivers. (Note t h a t  on the attached cha r t  the low-water coas t l i ne  i n  this 
region has not been represented. While the  l i nes  appear t o  be "d is tan t"  from the 
shore,  they a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  c lose  t o  the low-water l i n e . )  
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The Federal Republic of Germany is n o t  a party to  the Geneva Convention on the 
Terri torial  Sea and Contiguous Zone, b u t  i t  has drawn conservative s t ra ight  baselines 
in conformity with the Convention language. I t  should be noted tha t  the terminal 
point, No. 17, marks the l imit  o f  the international boundary between Denmark and 
Germany, and  i t  i s  not a standard insular or  low-tide base point in the terms of 
the Convention.1 

1. See International Boundary Study No. 81 - June 14, 1968, "Denmark - Germany 
Boundary",and Series A ,  No. 19 - June 3 ,  1970, "Straight Baselines: 
Germany's point No. 17 and Denmark's No. 1 are identical .  

Denmark". 




