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Annex 3 

EXAMPLES of INSPIRE data themes (taken from Annexes 1 and 2 of the INSPIRE Directive).  
INSPIRE 
Annexes 1 and 2 
data topics 

INSPIRE description Proposed 
Product Provider Scale Spatial coverage Temporal coverage 

Annex I       
3.Geographical 
names 

Names of areas, regions, localities, cities, 
suburbs, towns or settlements, or any 
geographical or topographical feature of 
public or historical interest. 

 

 

   

4. Administrative 
units 

Units of administration, dividing areas where 
Member States have and/or exercise 
jurisdictional rights, for local, regional and 
national governance, separated by 
administrative boundaries. 

 

 

   

7. Transport 
networks 

Road, rail, air and water transport networks 
and related infrastructure. Includes links 
between different networks. Also includes the 
trans-European transport network as defined 
in Decision No 1692/96/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 23 July 1996 
on Community Guidelines for the 
development of the trans-European transport 
network (1) and future revisions of that 
Decision. 

 

 

   

8. Hydrography Hydrographic elements, including marine 
areas and all other water bodies and items 
related to them, including river basins and 
sub-basins. Where appropriate, according to 
the definitions set out in Directive 2000/60/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 23 October 2000 establishing a framework 
for Community action in the field of water 
policy (2) and in the form of networks. 

 

 

   

9. Protected areas Area designated or managed within a 
framework of international, Community and 
Member States' legislation to achieve specific 
conservation objectives. 
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INSPIRE 
Annexes 1 and 2 
data topics 

INSPIRE description Proposed 
Product Provider Scale Spatial coverage Temporal coverage 

Annex II       
1. Elevation Digital elevation models for land, ice and 

ocean surface. Includes terrestrial elevation, 
bathymetry and shoreline. 

 
 

   

2. Land cover Physical and biological cover of the earth's 
surface including artificial surfaces, 
agricultural areas, forests, (semi-)natural 
areas, wetlands, water bodies. 

 

 

   

3. Orthoimagery Geo-referenced image data of the Earth's 
surface, from either satellite or airborne 
sensors. 

 
 

   

4. Geology Geology characterised according to 
composition and structure. Includes 
bedrock, aquifers and geomorphology. 

 
 

   

 
 


