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Herdís Schopka is Head of Division in the Department of Land and Natural Heritage in the 
Icelandic Ministry for the Environment and Natural Resources. She works on issues as 
diverse as energy policy, natural capital accounting and sustainable use of natural capital, 
science policy and the implementation of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.  

Herdís received a Ph.D. in geochemistry from Cornell University in 2011. Prior to graduate 
school she worked as a geologist at the University of Iceland and at the National Energy 
Authority in Iceland. After completing her Ph.D. she held a postdoctoral position at the GFZ 
in Potsdam, Germany, before moving back to Iceland in 2013 and opting for a career in 
public policy.  
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