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Explanatory notes for the nationally designated marine areas

EEA has during 2012 and as part of preparing the “Protected Areas in Europe” report 2012, discovered a gap in the data contained within the CDDA. The gap is in regard to the nationally designated marine areas, which seems to be lacking a number of national site designations. The approach to handling marine sites varies between countries – in some countries all national sites are also designated under international law and/or agreements e.g. Natura 2000 directives, the Emerald process and/or Regional Sea Conventions, and in others, many sites are only designated as national sites. In order to provide a complete European overview and support on-going policy initiatives on marine designations and marine protected area (MPA) networks, EEA have increased focus on national marine designations in the 2013 CDDA call. The focus is on sites not already provided under international agreements, e.g. the Regional Sea Conventions, or the Natura 2000 and Emerald networks.
Furthermore, the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) provides for work on marine protected areas. EEA, supported by the Commission, wish to facilitate the preparation of the article 21 report by encouraging EU Member States to use already existing data reporting flows. The process has been further elaborated in the Commission draft “Discussion Paper on MPAs under the MSFD” presented for the Habitats Directive Marine Expert Group Directive on 6th November 2012.   
More information on EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive
According to art. 13 (4) of the MSFD, “Programmes of measures established pursuant to this Article shall include spatial protection measures, contributing to coherent and representative networks of marine protected areas, adequately covering the diversity of the constituent ecosystems, such as special areas of conservation pursuant to the Habitats Directive , special protection areas pursuant to the Birds Directive, and marine protected areas as agreed by the Community or Member States concerned in the framework of international or regional agreements to which they are parties”. Such “spatial protection measures” could include national designations and protection measures not reported elsewhere. 

While no official definition exist for “spatial protection measures”, it could include a range of different management areas, where biodiversity is doing particularly well. The CDDA operates with three designation type categories [2]:

a) National designations of marine protected areas not reported elsewhere. Designations types used with the intention to protect fauna, flora and for habitat protection. This could be national protection schemes around river mouths or designated as scientific references areas.

b) Statutes under sectorial legislative and administrative acts providing an adequate protection relevant for fauna, flora or habitats. This could be military training areas, permanent fisheries closures, off-shore wind-farm areas excluding other activities or cultural heritage sites etc.

c) Private statute providing durable protection for fauna, flora or habitats (if relevant).

According to art. 13(6) of the MSFD, “by 2013 at the latest, Member States shall make publicly available, in respect to each marine region or subregion, relevant information on the areas referred to in paragraphs 4 and 5”. Moreover, article 21 provides: “On the basis of the information provided by the Member States by 2013, the Commission shall report by 2014 on progress in the establishment of marine protected areas, having regard to existing obligations under applicable Community law and international commitments of the Community and the Member States”. The Commission progress report will be presented to the Council and the Parliament.

[1] Draft Commission discussion paper: http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/biodiversity/document-library/nationally-designated-areas-cdda/commission-discussion-paper-on-the/view
[2] Data Dictionary: 

http://dd.eionet.europa.eu/dataelements/66479
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