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This is Europe today as seen from space

Has it changed? Has it changed a lot? Is it 
likely to change in the future? 

What are the consequences for the 
environment of these changes? 

EEA aims to formulate answers 
to these questions by analysing the spatial 
and ecological characteristics of Europe 

From the past to the present and into the 
future.
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Biodiversity and Ecosystems: the EEA 
role

Knowledge about the state: Indicators of 
the status and trends of ecosystems, habitats and 
species
Sustainable use: Integrated analysis the key 
drivers of ecosystem change such as urbanisation, 
agriculture and forestry
Knowledge about threats: Analytical tools  
to analyse challenges from socio-economic 
change, including scenarios of possible futures
Policy analysis: How environment and socio-
economic policies can together deliver change
Economic value of ecosystem: Estimates 
of the economic and social value of biodiversity 
and ecosystems, including the costs of inaction.
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ZOOMING IN
Between 1990-2000, in the

region of Venice, urban 
sprawl was still taking plac
around the lagoon. Tourism

a key driver of such 
pressure
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and transport infrastructures attract 
urban sprawl and fragmentation of 

landscapes
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Time lags and 
uneven 
development

Anticipate urban sprawl in new 
EU…



Green Week 20069

Europe’s protected areas: a network of 
special places
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Agriculture: essential for maintaining many 
protected areas
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Proportion of elderly people (65+) 
across Europe
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A few words on forestry

Most of EuropeMost of Europe’’s s 
forests are modified forests are modified 
((‘‘semisemi--naturalnatural’’). ). 
Very few natural Very few natural 
areas leftareas left
Today, forest area Today, forest area 
is increasing is increasing 
Main problems Main problems 
ahead: safeguard ahead: safeguard 
ecosystem services, ecosystem services, 
promote biofuels, promote biofuels, 
adapt to climate adapt to climate 
change, carefully change, carefully 
manage species and manage species and 
habitatshabitats
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SOER2005 & Outlooks

Explore sustainability of 
baseline projections (2020-
2030), alternative scenarios 
and variants (up to 2100)

Assess environmental 
consequences of key socio-
economic developments 

Key messages / early 
warnings for policy-makers



Green Week 200614

Climate change: 
temperature change outlook to 2080

Questions 
we’re asking:

How should our 
nature protection 
policies respond 
to climate 
change impacts?
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Outlook for water stress in large European 
river basins, 2000 and 2030



Green Week 200616

Possible futures: scenarios

What will be the environmental 
consequences of:
changes in demographic 
patterns?
major breakthroughs in 
technology?
changes in the way we live and 
consume?
disruptive external events?

How will we anticipate change?

How can we prepare?

How can we communicate?

?
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PRospective Environmental analysis of 
Land Use Development in Europe

What will Europe look like in 30 years 
from now on? Will the countryside be a 
lively place, or a desert? 

How will the environment be impacted as 
a result of possible changes?

5 contrasting yet plausible environmental 
scenarios of future changes in land use 
and European landscape

A PRELUDE of Europe’s 
future
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Biodiversity and Ecosystems: the EEA 
role

Knowledge about the state: Indicators of 
the status and trends of ecosystems, habitats and 
species
Sustainable use: Integrated analysis the key 
drivers of ecosystem change such as urbanisation, 
agriculture and forestry
Knowledge about threats: Analytical tools  
to analyse challenges from socio-economic 
change, including scenarios of possible futures
Policy analysis: How environment and socio-
economic policies can together deliver change
Economic value of ecosystem: Estimates 
of the economic and social value of biodiversity 
and ecosystems, including the costs of inaction.


