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Indicator Fact Sheet – Theme AGRICULTURE

CSI 026 Area under organic farm
	Key message 




Figure 1: Area under ecological agriculture and number of eco-farms, 2000-2005
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Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management

Policy relevance 

With a goal to decrease negative environmental impacts, and to encourage positive activities, starting from year 2002, ecological agriculture production has been subsided on national level. 

The Act on Organic Production of Agricultural Products and Foods (2001), which is harmonised with the EU Directive on organic farming, has provided the standard for market organisation and production of ecological products. The Law was pursued with ordinances (2001, 2002 and 2003), following the model of Directive 2092/91 and IFOAM guidelines. Beside the fact this way of agriculture production is well covered by legal acts and corresponding stimulations, in practise, ecological way of agriculture production is still find to be relatively new and not fully utilised. However, with development of ecological products market, and subsequently higher claim for this kind of products, as evidenced in 2005, higher interest for this type of production is expected in the near future. 

The Draft of Ecological agriculture Strategy Plan sets one of the goals to achieve 10% (of total agricultural land) of ecological agricultural areas by the year 2010. Recognized instruments for further development of this kind of agriculture production are - defined Agro-environment goals, followed by Agro-environment stimulations and development of necessary Codes of Good Agriculture Practice.  

Assessment 

In 2000 under various aspects of ecological agricultural production were only 12 ha. In 2005 14.975,63 ha was registered in Ecological agricultural entities register. Impulsive increase in 2005 is consequence of honey bee meadow induction to the Register, while number of ecological agriculture entities shows continues and keel growth. In ecological agriculture area, two advance counties are evidenced; Primorsko-goranska and Istarska county. But, if two ecological entities in Primorsko-goranska and one in Istra county under honey bee meadow are taking out of account, it can be concluded that major ecological agricultural area are seated at Osječko-baranjska county with biggest area under arable land - 951,66 ha. In the same county major ecological forest land - 52 ha, together with ecological orchard - 35,7 ha are registered. Ecological meadows are dominant in Zadarsko-kninska county with 232,94 ha. County with most ecological vineyards is Splitsko-dalmatinska with 23,95 ha. Same county has a major area under ecological olive grows - 21 ha. Also, eco-vegetable production area are dominantly registered at Osječko -baranjska county (28,74 ha), City of Zagreb (25,65 ha) and Bjelovarsko -bilogorska county (17,81 ha). 14,45 ha of ecological medicament herb production is evidenced at Virovitičko-podravska county. Under eco fallow, major area is seated at Osječko-baranjska county - 18,71 ha. 

Generally speaking, in 2005 distribution of eco-production area classes was as follows; most dominant were mentioned honey bee meadows (11791,12 ha), following by arable land (2214,17 ha), meadows and pastures (740,08 ha), orchard (84,79 ha), forest (60,45 ha), vineyards (30,28 ha), under fallow (27,87 ha) and olive grows with 26,87 ha (graph 2). 

Graph 1: Eco agriculture land structure in 2005  
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Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management

Metadata 

	Legal bases for the indicator:

- Act on Organic Production of Agricultural Products and Foodstuffs (Official Gazette 12/01)
- Ordinance on Ecological Plant Production and Products (Official Gazette 91/01)

- Ordinance on the system of conformity assessment in organic production (Official Gazette 91/01)

- Ordinance on Ecological production of Animal Products (Official Gazette 13/02)

- Ordinance on the Labelling of Organic Products (Official Gazette 13/02)
- Ordinance on Processing in Organic Production (Official Gazette 13/02)
- Ordinance on Conditions and Procedure for Registration of Ecological Plant Production and Foodstuffs Register (Official Gazette 13/02)*

- Ordinance on technical inspection of organic production (Official Gazette 13/02)

- Ordinance on organic production in fibre processing (Official Gazette 81/02)

- Ordinance on Expenses Compensation for Expert Supervision Implementation of Ecological Production and Basic Claim Compliancy Affirmation Expenses (Official Gazette 85/02)*
*Unofficial translation
Data source(s) : 

Ecological agricultural producer register,  Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management

Geographical coverage: National
Temporal coverage: 2000-2005
Methodology and frequency of data collection: 

Data are collected in the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, within Ecological agricultural producer register on daily base. Data are published annually (February each year) in Official Gazette and on Ministry web site. 

Methodology of data manipulation (measurements): 

Data on producers and area covered are in the list form, based on approved applications. 
Quality information (at data level): 

Data on area under ecological agriculture are linked to the data on agriculture farms, and sited in Ecological agricultural producer register. Register is filled after elaborated procedure (in 6 steps) for which data quality assurance is grant by Certifiers. List of accredited Certifiers stations (6 in 2005) can be obtained in Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management.
  Strength and weakness (at data level) 

Existing Ecological agricultural producer register data contain name, address, certifier station information and exactly area of certain farm and other relevant information. There is a need to include also georeferenced data of farm location, to assure further elaboration and wider use of this information.
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