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CSI 026 Area under organic farming 

The total surface under organic agriculture in 2004 in Republic of Serbia, according to unofficial data is about 200,541.54 ha which is 3.92% of agricultural area or 0.01% of arable land –without wild fruit. These figures do not represent official data because the certified land is not registered in the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management of Republic of Serbia or any other authorized institutions.

	Main product
	Certified organic area (ha)

	Maize
	8.30

	Wheat
	7.50

	Oats
	1.50

	Rye
	2.50

	Triticale
	1.25

	Barley
	1.90

	Oil squash
	110.00

	Oil seed rape
	60.00

	Sunflower
	44.21

	Cabbage
	1.00

	Pepper
	1.50

	Savoy cabbage
	0.05

	Brussels sprouts
	0.10

	Parsley
	0.25

	Carrot
	0.20

	Pea
	0.10

	Grape
	6.00

	Apple
	135.40

	Sour cherry
	20.16

	Plum
	4.10

	Raspberry
	64.76

	Blackberry
	8.58

	Strawberry
	57.16

	Blueberry
	20,000

	Wild blackberry
	20,000

	Wild strawberry
	10,000

	Wild apples
	150,008.60

	Chamomile
	5.00

	Total
	200,550,12

	Wild fruit
	200,008.60


Currently, the production on the individual private farms predominates. The number of organic growers is about 3,000 and they have been dealing with conventional and organic farming at the same time.

	Key message: New Organic agriculture Act will provide better regulation of organic production by 2006. Than it will make possible of relevant describing of this indicator on the territory of Republic of Serbia.



Results and assessment 
Policy relevance 

Organic production in Republic of Serbia is regulated by Organic Agriculture Law “Official Paper of FRY” No. 28/2000. The Law is from the federal level transfered on the republic level in 2003.  According to this Law, certification of organic products, in other words issuing of the certficates that insure the product is made by organic production methods, should be carried out by Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management of Republic of  Serbia . 

Control of the organic production is carried out by organizations that are licensed by Ministry of Agriculture, in accordance to the Rule Book about the terms that the companies must meet, in order to investigate the processes of organic production (“Official Paper of FRY” No 67/2002).

Assessment

The producers that have decided to take on organic agriculture mostly export their products, so the certificate that they should receive by the aforementioned Law from the Ministry of Agriculture does not affect them on the foreign markets. In other words, that certificate is not acknowledged or recognized on the foreign markets. Also, the aforementioned Law as well as the attached Rule Books is not in accordance with the Directive of The EU which regulates organic production. This is the reason why the controlling organizations have associated with foreign certification organizations, which have supplied our producers with certificates that allowed them to appear on foreign markets. Different associations and organizations have also linked them selves with foreign certification bodies.

By the proposition of the new Law of organic production and organic products (which has entered the parliament procedure) it is acknowledged that the certification of organic products is made by certificate issuing organizations and reserts in the organic production and the sales circulation of organic products, licensed by Ministry of Agriculture.

These organizations could be domestic or foreign and will be obligated to provide the information about the organic production and sales circulation once a month to Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management of Republic of Serbia.

Data coverage (by years): 2004

Metadata 

	Legal bases for the indicator: 

Data source(s) : Controlling organization of organic production
Geographical coverage: All area is not included 

Temporal coverage: 

Methodology and frequency of data collection: 

Methodology of data manipulation (measurements): 

Quality information (at data level): 

Strength and weakness (at data level) 
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